In situ demonstration of T cell subsets in atrophic parapsoriasis.
It has been demonstrated recently in mycosis fungoides and lichen planus that T lymphocyte subsets may be identified in cutaneous lymphocytic infiltrates using the immunoperoxidase technic in conjunction with monoclonal antibodies produced by the technic of Kohler and Milstein. This communication describes the application of this technic to cutaneous lymphoid infiltrates of parapsoriasis in which T cell predominance has been demonstrated previously. The lymphoid infiltrates of six patients with atrophic parapsoriasis were examined by the indirect immunoperoxidase technic using monoclonal antibodies (from two commercial sources) directed against "helper" and "suppressor" T cell subsets. Both "helper" and "suppressor" cells (as defined by a positive reaction with monoclonal antibodies) could be identified in cutaneous infiltrates. "Helper" cells predominated, but in varying degrees among patients. The relevance of these findings in relation to the possible development of clinical mycosis fungoides from atrophic parapsoriasis is discussed. In addition, factors causing difficulty in the consistent identification of cell subtypes are discussed. These factors suggest that in the present state of imperfection, difficulty will be experienced in using this technic for the accurate quantification of percentages of lymphocyte subsets in tissue sections.U